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Introduction

Discerning Scripture with a biblical, non-westernized and non-Christian understanding is
a daunting task, even for the most sincere believer. Centuries of tradition developed
while the Bible was under control of religious institutions. It was not in their best interest
to be flexible on their doctrines. As a result, many of these groups considered their
denominational  doctrines to be superior to the Scriptures. This often led to the truth
being overlooked. This is particularly true when doctrine conflicted with Scripture.
However, as information became easier to acquire, the scriptural truth also became
easier to find. In fact, individuals seeking scriptural truth began to ask questions
concerning traditional doctrine. One question asked was why did doctrines teach that
the Law was not applicable for today when Matthew 5:17 clearly  states "Think not that
I am come to destroy the law, or the prophets: I am not come to destroy, but to
fulfil." This conflict between Christian doctrine and Scripture helped bring believers into
the Hebrew Roots Movement and the Torah Observant Messianic Movement. 

Today the Hebrew Roots Movement and the Torah Observant Messianic Movement
have both opened a way for individuals seeking a true biblical interpretation of the
Scripture. In spite of advances that have come in biblical understanding, biblical truth
still has to overcome  doctrinal influence. In fact, some individuals still prefer doctrinal
tradition over scriptural truth. This is understandable since humans feel more
comfortable with the familiar. Unfortunately, relying on the familiar often clouds our
understanding of scriptural truth. As a result, we overlook many of the concepts and
insights in the Scripture. One area that has always been subject to doctrinal
misinterpretation is the crucifixion. For years denominations and individuals have tried to
discern the eschatology of the last Passover and the crucifixion. These attempts are
often encumbered by the doctrinal belief that Yeshua died at the same time as the
Passover lambs. This encumbrance causes a doctrinal conflict which brings into
question how Yeshua was able to eat the Passover meal and die at the same time the
lambs were sacrificed. To answer this question people often use extra Biblical texts to
support their favorite theory. However, no additional materials are needed to understand
what happened. Understanding  the timing and events of Yeshua’s last Passover only
requires knowledge of the apostles and knowledge of the link between the redemption
of the firstborn and the feast of Unleavened Bread. It is necessary to understand each
apostle’s unique perspective. For example, when several individuals witness the same
event each individual defines the event in terms of his or her own perspective. Each
apostle defined the last Passover and the crucifixion based on his own perspective.
Understanding the redemption of the firstborn and the redemption’s link to unleavened
bread is also critical. This is because Yeshua defined himself as the  unleavened bread
as Luke 22:19 states "he took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it, and gave unto
them, saying, This is my body which is given for you: this do in remembrance of
me." Instead of presenting himself as the Passover lamb Yeshua presented himself as
the unleavened bread. In this role He became the redemption for believers, as well as
unbelievers. 
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Firstborn

Connection
The Nation of Israel has always been considered the firstborn son of God. However, this
statement can also refer to Yeshua. One example of the Nation of Israel as the firstborn
is Exodus 4:22-23, which states "you shall say to Pharaoh, Thus saith the LORD,
Israel is my son, even my firstborn: "And I say unto thee, Let my son go, that he
may serve me: and if thou refuse to let him go, behold, I will slay thy son, even
thy firstborn." We can also say this concerning Yeshua, as Matthew 2:15 states "was
there until the death of Herod: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the
Lord by the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have I called my son." Matthew makes
the statement "that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the
prophet". The prophet that Matthew is talking about is Hosea. Hosea 11:11 states
"When Israel was a child, then I loved him, and called my son out of Egypt."
Matthew knew that Hosea 11:11 is speaking about the Nation of Israel. However,
Matthew applied this passage to Yeshua.
This connection between Yeshua and Israel goes much deeper. Speaking about Israel
Hosea 6:2 states "After two days will he revive us: in the third day he will raise us
up, and we shall live in his sight." Hosea is stating that on the third day Israel will be
raised up. In the context of Yeshua the Complete Jewish Bible by David Stern
translates Luke 24:46 this way "Here is what it says: the Messiah is to suffer and to
rise from the dead on the third day:" This passage from Luke is confirming that the
Messiah is also to be raised up on the third day. What happens to Yeshua is a reflection
of the redemption of Israel. Therefore, as Israel was considered the firstborn son in
Exodus 4:23 so is Yeshua. Matthew 1:25 states "she had brought forth her firstborn
son: and he called his name Yeshua." There has always been a link between Yeshua
and Israel. This link is so intertwined that the redemption of firstborn, Israel, can also be
seen when looking at the crucifixion as Matthew 27:21 states "The governor answered
and said unto them, Whether of the twain will ye that I release unto you? They
said, Barabbas." Releasing Barabbas confirmed Israel's redemption was at hand. In
fact, the name Barabbas is an Aramaic name that is a compound of two words. The first

word is bar  xa  and the second word is abba `a`. In Aramaic bar is defined as son

and abba is defined as father. When combined these two words can literally be
translated as the son of father or father's son. Releasing Barabbas is God's way of
showing us that Yeshua was the firstborn son who redeemed the firstborn nation. God is
redeeming the entire nation's  firstborn as is demanded in Numbers 3:13  which states
"all the firstborn are mine; for on the day that I smote all the firstborn in the land
of Egypt I hallowed unto me all the firstborn in Israel, both man and beast: mine
shall they be: I am the LORD." This redemptive connection makes Yeshua and the
Nation of Israel linked. As a symbol of this connection  Yeshua defined himself as the
unleavened bread.
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Messiah

Broken
One of the most noticeable actions that Yeshua and his followers observed during the
last Passover meal has become known in Christianity as communion. However, from
the Torah Observant and Jewish perspective Yeshua's implementation of the breaking
of the unleavened bread during the last Passover is an extension of the Feast of
Unleavened Bread. Despite whether an individual keeps the Feast of Unleavened Bread
or is a Christian keeping communion, there is one curious aspect that arises from
Yeshua's action. Why didn't Yeshua present a piece of lamb and state that this is my
body? Instead, Yeshua presented a piece of unleavened bread and stated this is my
body, as we can see in Luke 22:19 "he took bread, and gave thanks, and brake it,
and gave unto them, saying, This is my body which is given for you: this do in
remembrance of me." Breaking of unleavened bread instead of presenting himself as
the passover lamb should make us question traditional doctrine. Yeshua placed the
emphasis on the remembrance of unleavened bread, instead of the remembrance of the
lamb. To understand why Yeshua did this we must go deeper than traditional and
familiar doctrinal understanding. We must look at the first Passover from the perspective
of the redemption of firstborn Israel. When we do this we will understand why Yeshua
chose to define himself as unleavened bread instead of the passover lamb. 

The Passover lamb and the broken unleavened bread have two different meanings.
The Passover lamb's blood protected all the individuals in the house from judgment.
Exodus 12:13 states "the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses where
ye are: and when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and the plague shall not be
upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt." The lamb's blood on the
door post is well understood in both Torah and non-Torah observant congregations.
However, the more important significance of the feast of unleavened bread is not as well
understood. This is unfortunate considering the Feast of Unleavened bread presents
Yeshua as the redemption of the world. Yeshua  used unleavened bread to magnify this
fact. Unleavened bread represents judgment of the firstborn so that a mixed multitude
might be redeemed. The Torah explains that unleavened bread is a symbolic
representation of this redemption. Exodus 13:2-3, states "Sanctify unto me all the
firstborn, whatsoever openeth the womb among the children of Israel, both of
man and of beast: it is mine. And Moses said unto the people, Remember this
day, in which ye came out from Egypt, out of the house of bondage; for by
strength of hand the LORD brought you out from this place: there shall no
leavened bread be eaten." When God commanded the sanctification of the firstborn,
Moses told the Children of Israel to remember this day when they came out of Egypt
and "there shall no leavened bread be eaten". As we can see from this passage
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unleavened bread is the symbolic representation of the death of the firstborn leading to
Israel's redemption. In other words, the death of the Egyptian firstborn forced the
Egyptians to rapidly expel the Children of Israel. 

The remaining Egyptians were afraid for their lives. Therefore, in the middle of the night,
the Egyptians came and forced Israel out. As a result, the Israelites did not have time to
leaven bread, as we can see in Exodus 12:29-34 which states:     

"And it came to pass, that at midnight the LORD smote all the firstborn in
the land of Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh that sat on his throne unto
the firstborn of the captive that was in the dungeon; and all the firstborn of
cattle. And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he, and all his servants, and all the
Egyptians; and there was a great cry in Egypt; for there was not a house
where there was not one dead.  And he called for Moses and Aaron by night,
and said, Rise up, and get you forth from among my people, both ye and the
children of Israel; and go, serve the LORD, as ye have said.  Also take your
flocks and your herds, as ye have said, and be gone; and bless me also.
And the Egyptians were urgent upon the people, that they might send them
out of the land in haste; for they said, We be all dead men. And the people
took their  dough before it was leavened, their  kneading troughs being
bound up in their clothes upon their shoulders."

After the death of the firstborn the Egyptians feared for their lives and forced Israel to
leave Egypt in the middle of the night. Therefore, the dough was not leavened. As a
remembrance God commanded Israel to sanctify the firstborn of Israel and remember
the death of the Egyptian firstborn. This is because the firstborn of Egypt suffered to
secure Israel's redemption. This redemption is to be remembered by the eating of
unleavened bread. Yeshua's action of the breaking of unleavened bread was to define
His mission as the redemptive firstborn. 

Remembered
Unleavened bread and the redemption of the firstborn was commanded as a
remembrance by Yeshua and YHVH. Yeshua commands us to remember the
redemption of the firstborn by the breaking of unleavened bread as Luke 22:19  states
"this do in remembrance of me". This would have reminded the apostles of the
parallel commandment given by YHVH to Moses concerning the redemption of the
firstborn. Exodus 13:9-10 states "it shall be for a sign unto thee upon thine hand,
and for a memorial between thine eyes, that the LORD’S law may be in thy mouth:
for with a strong hand hath the LORD brought thee out of Egypt. Thou shalt
therefore keep this ordinance in his season from year to year." This commandment
demands that the  Feast of Unleavened bread be a remembrance of the strong hand of
deliverance required to redeem Israel. Yeshua's commandment, "this do in
remembrance of me", is also speaking of this strong hand of deliverance. In fact, in
Yeshua’s case it will require His life. Remembering the strong hand of redemption is
critical. Therefore, it is to be remembered with the same enthusiasm as the Shema.
Exodus 13:9 states “it shall be for a sign unto thee upon thine hand, and for a
memorial between thine eyes, that the LORD’S law may be in thy mouth” and
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again in Exodus 13:16 which states "it shall be for a token upon thine hand, and for
frontlets between thine eyes: for by strength of hand the LORD brought us forth
out of Egypt." When Yeshua said "this do in remembrance of me",  Yeshua was
reflecting on the double emphasis that occurs in Exodus chapter thirteen. These
passages use the same, familiar wording as the Shema. Deuteronomy 6:8 states "thou
shalt bind them for a sign upon thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between
thine eyes." These two passages from Exodus thirteen frame the importance of the
Feast Of Unleavened Bread and the death of the firstborn. When speaking of the
Passover lamb the Torah does not specify that remembrance of the lamb should be
bound on the hand and between the eyes. This perspective makes it  clear why Yeshua
identified with the unleavened bread instead of the Passover lamb. Yeshua wanted his
followers to understand His death as the firstborn, and remember it with the same
enthusiasm as they remember the Shema. After all Yeshua’s death brought redemption
to firstborn Israel, as well as redemption to a mixed multitude. 

Preparation

The Need
During the years of his ministry Yeshua had no permanent home. Yeshua was a
traveling teacher who moved from town to town. In fact Yeshua alludes to this in
Matthew 8:20 which states “Yeshua saith unto him, The foxes have holes, and the
birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay his head.”
On the Passover it is a commandment that everyone should remain in the house the
night of Passover. Exodus 12:13 states “the blood shall be to you for a token upon
the houses where ye are: and when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and the
plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt.”
Yeshua and his apostles needed a house where they could partake of the Passover.
This was not a problem since the Feast of Unleavened bread is one of the three
ascension feasts. Deuteronomy 16:16 states “Three times in a year shall all thy
males appear before the LORD thy God in the place which he shall choose; in the
feast of unleavened bread, and in the feast of weeks, and in the feast of
tabernacles: and they shall not appear before the LORD empty:” During an
ascension feast all of the Jewish inhabitants of Jerusalem would open up their houses
for traveling strangers. This is particularly true concerning the Passover. This is because
lambs were shared among neighbors and households.  Exodus 12:4 states "if the
household be too little for the lamb, let him and his neighbour next unto his
house take it according to the number of the souls; every man according to his
eating shall make your count for the lamb." Houses in Jerusalem were open to
everyone needing a place for Passover. Therefore, when Yeshua and his apostles
needed a place to observe the Passover a room was provided. 
Mark 14:12-17 states:

 "the first day of unleavened bread, when they killed the passover, his
disciples said unto him, Where wilt thou that we go and prepare that thou
mayest eat the passover? he sendeth forth two of his disciples, and saith
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unto them, Go ye into the city, and there shall meet you a man bearing a
pitcher of water: follow him. And wheresoever he shall go in, say ye to the
goodman of the house, The Master saith, Where is the guestchamber,
where I shall eat the passover with my disciples? And he will shew you a
large upper room furnished and prepared: there make ready for us. And his
disciples went forth, and came into the city, and found as he had said unto
them: and they made ready the passover. And in the evening he came with
the twelve."

At the beginning of the first day of unleavened bread the apostles were anxious to find a
place to celebrate the Passover. It was after the time when the lambs had been slain.
This is clear when we look at the tense of Mark 14:12 which states "And the first day
of unleavened bread, when they killed the passover, his disciples said unto him,
Where wilt thou that we go and prepare that thou mayest eat the passover?" Mark
is speaking in past tense saying "when they killed the passover". Mark is not stating
future tense, as in before they killed the passover. Mark is not stating present tense, as
in while they were killing the passover. Mark wants to convey to his readers the idea
that when they had killed the passover, Yeshua and the apostles needed to find a place
to eat the Passover. Yeshua and the apostles needed to find a place on the first day of
unleavened bread. This is also corroborated by Matthew in chapter 26 verse 17 which
states "Now the first day of the feast of unleavened bread the disciples came to
Jesus, saying unto him, Where wilt thou that we prepare for thee to eat the
passover?" The apostles and Yeshua were looking for a place to eat the lamb and
celebrate the first day of unleavened bread. Matthew and Mark both  support Yeshua's
symbolism as the unleavened bread and redemptive firstborn. We can clearly see that
this occurred at the beginning of the first day of unleavened bread after the lambs had
been sacrificed. From these passages we can see that as the redemptive firstborn
Yeshua did not die at the same time as the lambs, he died on the first day of
unleavened bread. 

The History
The first day of unleavened bread is known as the preparation day. This is because of
what   Exodus 12:15 states “ Seven days shall ye eat unleavened bread; even the
first day ye shall put away leaven out of your houses: for whosoever eateth
leavened bread from the first day until the seventh day, that soul shall be cut off
from Israel.” The preparation is the removal of leaven on the first day. Therefore, this

day became known as the preparation day. The Greek word used is 
paraskeue. Paraskeue, which is translated as preparation often refers to preparation
concerning a religious duty. This is how the translators who translated the Torah into the
Septuagint viewed the word. The closest Hebrew word by definition is dcar Avoda.
Avoda is used to remind the Children of Israel about the service they are required to
perform for certain religious functions. The Feast of Unleavened bread is one religious
function where Avoda is used in this fashion. Exodus 13:2-5, states:

“Sanctify unto me all the firstborn, whatsoever openeth the womb among
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the children of Israel, both of man and of beast: it is mine. And Moses said
unto the people, Remember this day, in which ye came out from Egypt, out
of the house of bondage; for by strength of hand the LORD brought you
out from this place: there shall no leavened bread be eaten. This day came
ye out in the month Abib. And it shall be when the LORD shall bring thee
into the land of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the
Hivites, and the Jebusites, which he sware unto thy fathers to give thee, a
land flowing with milk and honey, that thou shalt keep this service in this
month.”

In these passages the word service is Avoda.  When the apostles referred to the
preparation day, they understand this to be the first day of unleavened bread. This is
because in Exodus 12:15 it is commanded that all leaven be removed  on this day.
When Yeshua defined himself as the unleavened bread, his definition applied to this day
because he was the sanctified firstborn who removed the leaven of the world. Clearly
the preparation day is the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread.
    

The Sabbath
Most people interpret the preparation day as the day before the first day of unleavened
bread. This understanding comes from Mark 15:42  which states "And now when the
even was come, because it was the preparation, that is, the day before the
sabbath". To conclude that the preparation day is prior to the  sabbath from this
passage is an improper interpretation. The word that is translated as before the Sabbath

is actually the Greek  This Greek word is pronounced

pro-sabbaton. The , or Pro, portion of this word is a Greek prefix. This prefix has
also made its way into the English language as a prefix. One English word that uses this
prefix is professional. The interesting thing about the word professional is that this word
refers to status instead of time. Instead of being understood as the day prior to the
Sabbath in time, Mark wants us to understand he is referring to the status of this
particular Sabbath. Mark is trying to convey the status of this day by adding a prefix.
This understanding can be seen in other passages of Scripture. For example, in James
5:12 pro is translated as above. James 5:12 states "above things, my brethren, swear
not, neither by heaven, neither by the earth, neither by any other oath: but let your
yea be yea; and your nay, nay; lest ye fall into condemnation."
This translation of Pro is also true in 1-Peter 4:8, which states "above all things have
fervent charity among yourselves: for charity shall cover the multitude of sins. "
This makes it clear that  - pro-sabbaton is not referring to a day
prior to the Sabbath.  Pro-sabbaton is referring to a day that is before the Sabbath in
status not in time. While this understanding is difficult to comprehend in the Western
cultural mind set  it is complementary with John's description of this day. John 19:31
states "because it was the preparation, that the bodies should not remain upon
the cross on the sabbath day, (for that sabbath day was an high day,) besought
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Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away." Mark
and John are both stating that the preparation day was a high day. John confirms Mark
and Mark confirms John. John  even gives us a deeper understanding. John uses the
word megas to indicate the status of this preparation day. John states that the bodies
should not remain on the cross on this particular Shabbat because it was a megas
Shabbat. The insistence that the bodies must be removed on this megas Shabbat is
understandable, considering Deuteronomy 21:23, which states "His body shall not
remain all night upon the tree, but thou shalt in any wise bury him that day; (for
he that is hanged is accursed of God;) that thy land be not defiled, which the
LORD thy God giveth thee for an inheritance." In Greek, as in any language, there is
more than  one way to say something. John chose to use Megas and Mark chose to
use Pro. Despite the fact that they use different words, the definitions of the words
complement each other. It is clear that John and Mark both consider the Shabbat of
preparation a high Sabbath.

Priests' Actions
The fact that the preparation day is the first day of unleavened bread can also be seen
in the actions of the priests. John 18:28 states “Then led they Jesus from Caiaphas
unto the hall of judgment: and it was early; and they themselves went not into the
judgment hall, lest they should be defiled; but that they might eat the passover.”
This passage indicates that the priests would not go into the Judgment Hall because
they did not want to become defiled. If the priests had not already been ritually clean
going into the room where Pilate was would not have been an issue. The only reason
that the priests would be concerned about being defiled is if they had already ritually
purified themselves. John tells us this was the preparation day. John 19:31 states
"because it was the preparation, that the bodies should not remain upon the
cross on the sabbath day". In addition, John gives us a time frame when this
occurred. John 18:28 states  “it was early”. The word used for early is  which is
pronounced proia. Proia is defined as dawn. However, sometimes this word is used to
refer to the fourth watch of the night. The fourth watch of the night is between 3:30 and
6:30 am. If the preparation day was the day prior to the first day of unleavened bread
why were the priests already ritually clean this early in the morning. The Priests must
have become ritually clean before the preparation day. Why would they be ritually clean
before the preparation day? They were ritually clean because they had just finished the
Passover sacrifices which began on the day before the preparation day. The priests
would not stand before Pilate until after the preparation day. Therefore, Yeshua was
delivered to Pilate on the first day of unleavened bread, before the priests had eaten the
passover themselves. 

This is even more clear when compared to  Matthew 27:62 which states “Now the next
day, that followed the day of the preparation, the chief priests and Pharisees
came together unto Pilate,” It is interesting that the priests were not willing to go into
Pilate on the preparation day. However, Matthew states that on the day after the
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preparation day the priests went into Pilate. If the preparation day was prior to the first
Sabbath of unleavened bread the day that followed the preparation day would have
been the first Sabbath of unleavened bread. The priests would only have been
concerned about defiling themselves on the first holy day of unleavened bread. This is
because it was considered a violation of ritual purity for a Jew to go into the house of a
gentile, as Acts 10:28 states "he said unto them, Ye know how that it is an unlawful
thing for a man that is a Jew to keep company, or come unto one of another
nation; but God hath shewed me that I should not call any man common or
unclean." If the preparation day was before the first Sabbath of unleavened bread, the
priests and Pharisees would not have stood before a gentile on the day after the
preparation. This is because the day after the preparation would have been a Sabbath.
Standing before Pilate on the day after preparation makes it clear the preparation day is
the first day of unleavened bread. 

Stressful  Day
Luke’s account of the preparation day is different than the other accounts. Luke focuses
on the intense stress, and physical aspects of the preparation day. This is probably
because Luke was a physician. Luke was a professional when it came to evaluating the
physical situation and paying attention to detail. This can be seen in Luke 23:39-43
which states:

 "one of the malefactors which were hanged railed on him, saying, If thou
be Christ, save thyself and us. But the other answering rebuked him,
saying, Dost not thou fear God, seeing thou art in the same condemnation?
And we indeed justly; for we receive the due reward of our deeds: but this
man hath done nothing amiss. And he said unto Jesus, Lord, remember me
when you come into your kingdom. And Yeshua said unto him, Verily I say
unto thee, To day shalt thou be with me in paradise." 

Luke gives a much more detailed perspective of the  thieves than Matthew or Mark. It is
Luke’s attention to detail that can also be seen in his statement about the preparation
day. Luke 23:54 states "that day was the preparation, and the sabbath drew on".
Luke is not saying that this was the preparation day and the Sabbath was coming. Luke
is using his fluency in Greek to explain  the emotional and physical impact of the day.

The word that that is translated drew on is actually the Greek word 
epiphosko. The simple definition of Epiphosko is dawn. However, this simple definition
does not convey Luke's intent. Luke uses modifiers in the structure of his sentence. For
example, Luke writes in imperfect tense, active voice, and indicative mood. Imperfect
tense means that this passage is referring to an action in the past. Active voice indicates
that this action has been accomplished by the subject. Indicative mood means that this
action is a statement of fact. In other words, Luke is stating that this dawn occurred in
the past, the Sabbath is complete (accomplished) and it is a stated fact. A comparable
English understanding of this passage would be “the Sabbath drug on”. Luke is
making sure that the reader understands that this preparation Shabbat was a long and
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difficult day. 

After Preparation
Luke 23:55-56 states "the women also, which came with him from Galilee, followed
after, and beheld the sepulchre, and how his body was laid. And they returned,
and prepared spices and ointments; and rested the sabbath day according to the
commandment." Luke specifically mentions that the women who followed Yeshua went
to the sepulcher and observed how the body was laid. Luke than states that they went
and prepared spices. The spices that Luke mentions must be a second covering of
burial spices. This is because the first covering of spices was placed on the linen during
the preparation day, right after the crucifixion. John 19:40-42 states:

"Then took they the body of Jesus, and wound it in linen clothes with the
spices, as the manner of the Jews is to bury. Now in the place where he
was crucified there was a garden; and in the garden a new sepulchre,
wherein was never man yet laid. There laid they Jesus  because of the
Jews’ preparation day; for the sepulchre was nigh at hand."

This passage from John is clearly different than what Luke is talking about. Luke's
passage notes that they rested as according to the commandment. The commandment
of rest on the Shabbat can only be talking about the seventh day Sabbath. Exodus
34:21 states "Six days thou shalt work, but on the seventh day thou shalt rest: in
earing time and in harvest thou shalt rest." Luke was not talking about the same day
as John. Rest is not commanded on the first day of unleavened bread. In fact, the
Scripture makes it clear that on the first day of unleavened bread some work is allowed
as Exodus 12:16 states. "In the first day there shall be an holy convocation, and in
the seventh day there shall be an holy convocation to you; no manner of work
shall be done in them, save that which every man must eat, that only may be
done of you." There is no commandment requiring total rest on the first day of
unleavened bread. Luke specifically states that they rested as per the commandment.
Luke clarifies when they rested in Luke 24:1 which states "Now upon the first day of
the week, very early in the morning, they came unto the sepulchre, bringing the
spices which they had prepared, and certain others with them." According to Luke
the women went to put the newly prepared spices on the linen clothes on the first day of
the week. Luke does not contradict John's account. Luke’s perspective is different. John
states that when they took the body down, the body was wrapped in linen clothes
prepared with spices. Luke states that they went to cover the clothes with newly made
spices on the first day of the week. As a physician Luke paid attention to the physical
details concerning the death and burial of Yeshua. Luke's perspective helps to clarify
that the the body was taken down on the preparation day and that there was time
between the preparation day and the weekly Sabbath for the women to prepare spices.

Redeemed 
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Prophecy
As prophesied Yeshua came to redeem all nations.  Isaiah 11:10-12 states:

"in that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for an ensign
of the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek: and his rest shall be glorious.
And it shall come to pass in that day, that the Lord shall set his hand again
the second time to recover the remnant of his people, which shall be left,
from Assyria, and from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, and from
Elam, and from Shinar, and from Hamath, and from the islands of the sea.
And he shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall assemble the
outcasts of Israel, and gather together the dispersed of Judah from the
four corners of the earth."

Judgment
Yeshua knew the consequences that would befall the firstborn on the night of Passover.
Exodus 12:22-23 states  "take a bunch of hyssop, and dip it in the blood that is in
the bason, and strike the lintel and the two side posts with the blood that is in the
bason; and none of you shall go out at the door of his house until the morning.
For the LORD will pass through to smite the Egyptians; and when he seeth the
blood upon the lintel, and on the two side posts, the LORD will pass over the
door, and will not suffer the destroyer to come in unto your houses to smite you."
When Yeshua left the upper room and went to the Mount of Olives, Yeshua was taking
the Judgment of the firstborn upon himself.

Fulfillment
When Yeshua took the unleavened bread, broke it, and stated "This do In
Remembrance of Me" he was defining himself as the firstborn who would die so that a
mixed multitude would have an opportunity for redemption. This is why Yeshua used
unleavened bread as a symbol of his body, instead of using the lamb. The redemptive
firstborn was able to free covenant and non covenant people equally. The Passover
lamb was reserved for those who already believe as we can see from Exodus 12:48
which states "when a stranger shall sojourn with thee, and will keep the passover
to the LORD, let all his males be circumcised, and then let him come near and
keep it; and he shall be as one that is born in the land: for no uncircumcised
person shall eat thereof." Yeshua came to redeem the uncircumcised as well.
Therefore, redemption of the firstborn and the symbol of unleavened bread is a much
more powerful representation of Yeshua than the Passover lamb. As the redemptive
firstborn Yeshua brought Tikun Olam (eternal healing) to the world. The firstborn
Yeshua, redeemed  firstborn Israel as well as the nations. This is why Yeshua defined
himself as the broken unleavened bread instead of the Passover lamb. In this context
Yeshua clearly died on the first day of unleavened bread. Yeshua suffered for all nations
on the first day of unleavened bread so that he might redeem all nations. 
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